Our Lady of Perpetual Help School

Family Newsletter

December 15, 2011
A Message from Fr. Jim

Dear family and friends,

    I wish you a wonderful Christmas.  Like Mary and Joseph, may each of you be open to receive Christ again in your hearts and home.  May you experience the Kingdom that Christmas brings.

    This is my first Christmas with you and I am enjoying it very much.

    May you be blessed in this New Year and be a blessing to others all year through

Pax et bonum,

~Fr. Jim
We began the third week of Advent this past Sunday.  Today’s reflection is about RESPECT:  Respect means treating every person as a beloved child of God.  It means allowing each family member to be a unique person God created.  Scripture says:  “Be kind to one another and be understanding—as God is with you”. (Ephesians 4:32)
A Family Prayer for Christmas
O

Jesus,

our Savior,

thank you for

living among us

and showing us the

way to God.  Thank you

for being born at Christmas.

Your presence among us is our

greatest gift.  Thank you, too, for

all the virtues you give us as we try

to follow you.  Thank you for faith, hope

charity, peace, thanksgiving, joy, patience, contentment, kindness, generosity, moderation, 
listening, honesty, gentleness, silence, self-control, forgiveness, obedience, respect, humility, faithfulness, compassion, cheerfulness, enthusiasm, and for all the gifts and talents you 

have so generously given to our family.

Thank you

especially for

one another.

Bless and watch over our family 

on this Christmas Day and always. Amen.

We would like to wish everyone in our O.L.P.H. community a blessed Christmas and New Year!

Our school would especially like to thank our dedicated volunteers during this holiday season who are such a great help to us throughout the year:  Mr. Alan Bremer, Mrs. Rita Cark, Mrs. Jane Dendinger, and Mrs. Chris Harrigan  Thanks for all that you do!

The School Office will be closed after Tuesday, December 20th and will reopen on Wednesday, January 4th.

PIZZA LUNCH

Our Pizza Lunch will be next Tuesday, December 20th in the cafeteria for those students who ordered and paid for their lunches.  All orders and money are to be turned in by tomorrow, Friday 12/16.  Next Tuesday, there will be no “a la carte” items available but baked goods will be for sale for a quarter each.  K-5th grades will eat lunch from 12:15-12:45 and 6th-8th grades will eat from 12:45-1:15 p.m.  There are extra order forms in the School Office for the Pizza Lunch.
O.L.P.H. Christmas Program

On Tuesday, our Kindergarten through fifth grade classes brought us “A Christmas Lamb” and did a fantastic job as well as our O.L.P.H. orchestra, students performing instrumental music on the piano and our middle school Musical Theater students!  Thanks again to all of our parents, families and friends for being such a wonderful audience and to Miss Carrie Blum for all of the hard work that she put into making it such a wonderful program.

OLPH Spirit day is Tomorrow!
We will have our December “OLPH Spirit Day” on the last Friday we’ll be in school in December which is TOMORROW, Friday, December 16th.  Students may wear OLPH spirit wear with jeans on this day for free without a jeans pass.

CHANGED DATE FOR MOVIE NIGHT

The Movie Night sponsored by PSA has been changed from Tuesday, December 20th to Thursday, January 19th. If you’ve already sent in your reservations and can still attend the new date, that’s great! If you cannot make it, please contact Cori Whipple at clw611@sbcglobal.net or Kim Bremer at kbremer@centralcatholic.org   The same forms can be used for the new date.
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PSA Corner   The next PSA meeting is  Tuesday, January 10th at 7:00 p.m. in Meeting Room #2.  All are welcome to attend!  If you have a topic of new business you would like to add to the agenda, please submit it via email to OLPH_PSA@hotmail.com  or in an envelope marked “PSA agenda” to the School Office.
Remember, each time that you attend a PSA meeting, each one of your children will receive a Jeans Pass!

Gingerbread Shop 2011:  Thank you to everyone—organizers, volunteers, parents, students, teachers, crafters, Scouts---and all who helped to make this year’s Gingerbread Shop a wonderful experience for the students of O.L.P.H.!  We are so very grateful to Tonda Koszycki, Laura Hickey, Darlene Koval, Tanya Bialecki and Cori Whipple for all of your time and talents in organizing this O.L.P.H. holiday tradition.  You are a blessing!  “I…think of you and give thanks!” (Ephesians 1:16)

Thank you to all who participated in our Gingerbread Shop raffles and congratulations to our winners listed below.  We hope you enjoy your prizes!

OLPH Spirit Wear:         Jackson Pollock (7th) and 



             Mrs. Jean Geddes (School Office)

Toys ‘R Us gift card:
Eric Cark (5th)

Old Navy gift card:
Nia Quinney (8th)

Giant stuffed pandas:  
Kaitlyn Shiple (3rd) and




David Geronimo (5th)

Red Robin gift card:
Miss Allison Geddes (Clinic)

Mary Kay basket: 
Mrs. Monica Gist (parent)

Plate 21 gift cards:  
Jacob Kowalski (7th) and




John Ross Comes (7th)

Plate 21 t-shirt:

Mrs. Rita Fournier (Staff)

Candy basket: 

Miranda Hardy (6th)

Quick Set Pool w/pump: Jeff Walter (7th)

Notre Dame gift basket:  Chelsea Warner (8th)

Game Stop gift card:  
Bryce Sutter (7th)


Christmas Staff Luncheon:  Your help is needed!  Every year, PSA hosts a Christmas luncheon for the entire faculty and staff of OLPH School.  There are many ways that you can lend a hand (check out the list below).  Do you decorate, cook, serve food, help in the classroom, clean up?  Please contact Lynn Lowery, PSA Luncheon Chairperson, at 419-944-5815, if you would like to help.  You can also send an email to OLPH_PSA@hotmail.com .  This luncheon is much appreciated by the faculty and staff and it is a big way that PSA says “thank you” to our beloved teachers and staff.  “Many hands make light work”.  Please consider helping and all help can be applied to service hours!  Ways you can help:
· Help with decorations/set-up and will be available the evening of Mon. 12/19 at 6:00.
· Help by preparing ahead of time a specific food item—you will be contacted about the choices of what is needed along with time and place for food drop-off.
· Donate money to help purchase the main course for the luncheon (please send a check made to OLPH PSA in an envelope labeled “Christmas Staff Lunch”.
· Help during the day of the luncheon on Tues. 12/20 at 10:00-noon for prep work or noon-2:15 p.m. serving or 2:00-3:30 p.m. clean up.
Upcoming PSA events:  Save the dates!

· Christmas Staff Luncheon:  Tues. 12/20
· Caper’s Pizza Night:  Tues. 1/3/2012
· Movie Night: Thurs. 1/19/2012 
Please contact PSA via email at olph_psa@hotmail.com or leave us a message with the School Office if you have any questions, comments or new ideas.  Thank you for your support!  
May your Christmas be bright with the everlasting light of God’s goodness and love.  Merry Christmas!

~OLPH Parent-School Association
KALAHARI (magazine drive prize)
REMINDER!  Signed and completed permission slips are due back in the office by tomorrow, December 16th, so that we can give an accurate count as to how many are going.  Any fees are due no later than Friday, January 13.  If you have any questions, please contact Colette Leyland in the Parish Office at (419)382-5511.  The Kalahari trip day of Friday, January 20th is only a month away!

8th grade important information

· Deposits for the Washington, D.C. trip must be turned into the School Office no later than Tuesday, December 20th for students and chaperones.
· All 8th grade students and parents are invited to an Open House at Bowsher High School on January 12th at 7:00 p.m.
· The 8th grade parents are sponsoring a Casino Trip to MGM to raise money for the students going to Washington D.C.  The date of the trip is Saturday, February 18th. Cost is $35.00 per seat. You will receive $25.00 back for free play on the slots. For more information, please call Denise Klocinski (419) 460-6971or Carrie Hrebic (419) 385-0082.  Seats are going fast so don’t miss out! 
Lost and Found

Please check the lost and found table in the cafeteria.  There are many items that have accumulated the last several months.
IN CASE OF BAD WEATHER

Winter weather will soon be upon us!  Please be reminded of our routine in case of bad weather and the possibility of school being delayed or closed.  On days when the weather is bad, watch the TV, internet or listen to the radio and check your “Ohio Alert” on your phone or email for the following announcements:  “Toledo Catholic Schools are closed OR will be delayed for two hours.”

If school is delayed for two hours, O.L.P.H. uses the following procedure:

· The building will be locked until 10:00 a.m.
· Students should report to class at 10:15 a.m. and class will begin at 10:25 a.m.
· There will be NO morning extended care.
· There will be NO preschool A.M. class.

COLD WEATHER RECESS REMINDER

Whenever the weather is not too frigid or wet, students will be going outside for recess for fresh air and exercise.  Please be sure that your child always comes to school dressed appropriately with winter coats, hats, gloves, scarves and boots.  Thanks!
HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

Congratulations to the following O.L.P.H. graduates who received honors first quarter from St. Francis de Sales High School:
President’s List: John Fudacz, Benjamin Smigielski, Eric Zmuda
First Honors: Marc Elfering, Matthew Zmuda
Second Honors: Matthew Cark, Jack DiSalle, Kurt Elfering, James Hendricks III, Adam Kowalski, Nathan Morris, Diego Perez, Jack Reese.
St. Francis de Sales Christmas Concert

The St. Francis de Sales High School Music Department presents its annual Christmas Program featuring the Concert Band and Singing Blue Men’s Choir.  The concert will be held on Sunday, December 18th at 7:00 p.m. in the school’s chapel on Bancroft Street.  The public is invited to join the Knight family and celebrate the holidays with an evening of song and fellowship.
365 LOTTO FOR 2012 BEGINS SOON!

January 1st is the first drawing—do you have your tickets?  Where else can you get 365 chances to win for only $20!?!  Don’t have a gift for an exchange?  Give the gift of a year’s worth of anticipation!  There are 3 chances to win $1,000, 12 chances to win $500, 52 chances to win $100 and 299 chances to win $40 (there’s one extra for Leap Year this year!).  Contact Colette Leyland at 419- 382-5511, if you need tickets.  They will be for sale in the narthex after all Masses this weekend.  

Winners since our last newsletter:  11/29 Beth & Bobby Longeway, 11/30 The Jim Raczkowski Family, 12/1 Vicki Sweeney,  12/2 Susan Momenee, 12/3 Christina Baucom, 12/4 Dorothy Sieja, 12/5 Camille Bialecki ($500), 12/6 Cynthia Young, 12/7 Dave Genson, 12/8 Jim & Barb Kravetsky, 12/9 Barb Bell, 12/10 Melissa Metzger, 12/11 Melanie Ogrodowski, 12/12 Ray Gorny.  Congratulations!
SCHOOL CARNIVAL

It won’t be long after returning from Christmas Break that we will begin collecting items for the Basket Raffle for the School Mardi Gras Carnival.  This is a great time of year to find great deals on quality items, and quality is what helps sell tickets on each basket!  Don’t miss the opportunity to help fill your students’ class baskets, which are:   #1 Automotive (1st grade), #2 Baker’s Heaven (Kindergarten), #3 Chocolate Lovers (7th), #4 Cleaning (2nd), #5 Family Fun (5th), #6 Kitchen “Aides” (8th Hunter), #7 Lawn & Garden (6th Kissner), #8 Let’s Eat Out (Preschool), #9 Luck of the Irish (Parish Office), #10 Movie/Entertainment (3rd), #11 Music Lovers (6th Roller), #12 Rest & Relaxation (School & Specials staff), #13 Study Buddy (8th Fitzgerald), #14 UT Rockets (4th).

COOKIES FOR SHUT-INS

On December 18 we will be collecting baked Christmas cookies for our OLPH members who are homebound, reside in nursing homes, or have reached the milestone of 90 years or more.  Cookies should be delivered to the narthex by 11:00 a.m.  Make this a family project, a scout project, or a personal project during this season of giving.  It is very much appreciated by these parishioners.  If you would like to volunteer to deliver cookies to a few of them, please contact Colette Leyland, 382-5511.  It will make your holiday and theirs!

TUITION REDUCTION INCENTIVE PROGRAM

Regular weekly T.R.I.P. orders will resume after the holidays.  The next order date is Tuesday, January 3.  Please make note of the date, as school does not resume until January 4.  While we will not have regular ordering until then, we do still carry a large supply of gift cards on hand in the Parish Office for any last minute shopping or gifts, and Mrs. Leyland will have them for sale after all the Masses this weekend in the narthex.  The T.R.I.P. year ends with the January 31 order date to count towards next year’s tuition (2012-2013 school year).  It’s never too late to get started getting FREE MONEY to help pay tuition!  Just buy your gift cards from O.L.P.H. and automatically save a percentage of each one you buy in your T.R.I.P. account.  At the end of the T.R.I.P. year we will send you a statement indicating how much you have saved that you can deduct from your tuition bill—you buy the gift cards and we do all the work!  And it’s FREE!!!
CALENDAR
December

16
OLPH Spirit Day (Jeans day) 

Pizza Lunch orders and $ due
            Kalahari forms & permission slips due
School Penance Service (gr. 3-8)
17
Make-up High School Placement tests

at 8:30 a.m. (Cardinal Stritch & St. Francis)
18
4th Sunday of Advent
19-20
PreSchool Christmas parties
19
Kindergarten’s Christmas Party

20 
LAST DAY OF SCHOOL 
Staff Christmas Luncheon 12:15-2:15 p.m.
Pizza Lunch/Bake sale for students

25
Merry Christmas from all of us! 
The last day of school before Christmas Break is Tuesday, December 20th and students return to school on Wednesday, January 4th.

January
1
Happy New Year! (10:00 a.m. Mass)

4 
School resumes:  Welcome back!
6
8:45 a.m. All-school Epiphany Mass


Kindergarten to Art Museum
7 
Makeup High School Placement tests at

            8:30 a.m. (Notre Dame and Central Catholic)
9
Collection for Carnival Baskets begins

9:30 a.m. Quiz Bowl at Lial School
10
PSA Mtg. Rm #2, 7:00 p.m.


Parent Mtg. for 1st Communion, 6:30 p.m.

12
Next Family Newsletter goes home

13
8:45 a.m. School Mass 

Deadline for Kalahari Fees
16
NO SCHOOL:  Martin Luther King, Jr. Day
18
School Advisory Council, 6:30 p.m.
 
Deadline for Market Day
19
End of 2nd quarter


PSA Movie Night, 6:30 p.m. in cafeteria

20
NO SCHOOL:  Teacher Work day

Kalahari trip (Magazine Drive prize)
27
January OLPH Spirit Day (Jeans Day)

29-Feb. 3  Catholic Schools Week:

      Faith. Academics. Service.
Next Newsletter: January 12, 2011
Items to be published in the newsletter must be given to the school office the Monday before the newsletter is sent home.  Thank you!

Our Lady of Perpetual Help School, a Roman Catholic elementary school, is part of the educational ministry of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish.  We are committed to the development of the whole child, through faith formation, academic excellence, and Christian values, in order to help our children live out the Gospel message.
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