Our Lady of Perpetual Help School

Family Newsletter

August 25, 2011
A Message from Fr. Jim Brown
Greetings to you as we begin this new School Year 2011-2012,

I’m very happy to be with you and look forward to meeting you and your family and getting to know your child(ren). I shared a little bit at Open House about our parish and school mission statement – what we are all about. These four elements guide us and keep us on track. You as our parents and our students participate directly in this Mission. I’ve reflected on each of these and present them for your own relfection and perhaps family conversation.

These four elements form a succinct “Mission Statement” both for the parish and the school.  I say parish and school because I believe in ‘life-long’ learning. One is never too ‘old’ to learn and to be formed in mind and heart. That old saying that “you can never teach an old dog new tricks” may be true for old dogs but it does not apply to human persons.

I would argue the order of these statements and put ‘faith formation’ first.

· Faith Formation  is not ‘child’s play.’ It is growing toward a healthy relationship with God, with yourself and with others. There are several levels of faith:

· The personal relationship you have through the Holy Spirit with Jesus and the Father. This relationship is initiated from God’s side and we are called to respond.

· The body of beliefs, doctrines and facts that we as Catholics hold to be true  and a valued way of life.

 Perhaps some things to think about: 

Do you read Scripture on a daily or weekly basis? Do you prepare for the Sunday Mass ahead of time  by reading over the readings?

Do you pray together as a family – the Rosary, the Divine Chaplet or other prayers? Are you familiar with the Catechism of the Catholic Church?  

Would you like some help in this area?

· Academic Excellence (what in the old days was known as ‘readin’,writin’ an’ ‘rithmatic.’ There is so much more involved these days. 

Just ask the teachers. And there is so much more competition today than ever before. Everyone has to stay one or two steps ahead just to keep up. An openness to learning attitude is very helpful. Life long learning is a key concept for today. The computer can be very beneficial because the web offers so much information and an easy way to get it. 

Some questions to ponder:

What was the last book or tape or CD that you read or listened to?

Do you listen to the ‘History Channel”? or get other information about life?  Do you play a musical instrument?  What hobbies do you have?
Do you have an academic plan for yourself and/or for your family?
· Character Development  (sometimes it may seem like we are developing “ a lot of characters”) but the value of each individual person is paramount. Here the role of education is so important…drawing out of the person the potential richness that is within as a unique gift from God – reflecting His presence through the individual person to the world. Becoming the best person we can be then is our gift back to God
This is the beginning of stewardship.

 Again some questions to reflect upon:
What kind of person are you? Are you an introvert or/and extrovert? Do you like to take charge or be in charge? Or do you like to be the servant?  Are you intuitive? Inquisitive? Sensitive to the needs of the situation? A controller? 

Are you a team player or do you like to work alone? There are no right or wrong answers here. Just different. Each one has different gifts and needs to know themselves so they can use their gifts for the common good of everyone. It helps to know your strengths so you can work on the other dimensions so that you can become the best person you can be.
· Community Service (it is not “serve us”) but giving back to the larger community, parish, school or city through our gift of time, talent, concern and dedication. It means making the world a better place because we have been here.
Things to think about:  
Do you belong to any service organizations or places like the art museum or the zoo? 

How are you improving our parish, your neighborhood and the City of Toledo?

Is justice work a part of your life?

Do you contribute to meeting the challenge of the world’s hunger and starvation crisis; the sex trade and human trafficking crisis, the victims of war or natural disasters?

May you know God’s presence and blessings on your family today and throughout the school year.
~Fr. Jim

Dear O.L.P.H. families,
Welcome back to our returning OLPH families and welcome to OLPH to our NEW families!  It was wonderful to see everyone at Open House the other night.  The faculty and staff have worked hard to prepare for the children’s return to school.  We hope you share our enthusiasm for the coming year.  

The theme for our school year is based on the theme for Catholic Schools Week:  O.L.P.H. School:  Faith. Academics. Service.
On behalf of the rest of the O.L.P.H. Staff, we wish you a wonderful school year!

~Miss Lori Anderson, principal
COMMUNICATION ENVELOPE
Each school family will receive a communication envelope from the school office every Thursday.  This envelope will be sent home with the youngest student in the family.  

Please look for the envelope on Thursday, remove and read all the information contained in it, then sign and return the envelope the next day with the same child.  Even if you do not have time that evening to

read all the information, please sign and return the envelope the next day.  

The envelope will contain important information about school and parish activities. Every second Thursday there will be a Family Newsletter.  During busy times of the school year, the newsletter will be published on consecutive Thursdays.  (We will have another Family Newsletter next Thursday, September 1st.)  The date of the next issue is always printed at the bottom of the last page, so you know when to expect them.

Today’s envelope includes:
· Lunch Menu
· Calendar

· Parent-Student Handbook:  It contains a wealth of information about our school, including procedures and policies.  Please sign the purple “Handbook Acceptance Policy” and return it to school by Friday, September 16th so we know you received your handbook.
· Internet Acceptable Use Policy needs to be returned by Friday, September 16th.

· Free and Reduced Price School Meals application Forms
ATTENDANCE

If your child is sick, please call the CLINIC at (419) 381-9714.  All students should report to the CLINIC if they are late arriving to school for a tardy slip.

Emergency Medical Authorization Forms
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You should have received your emergency medical forms with your registration packet last year (one for each child in the family) – please fill these blue forms out and return them to your child’s teacher as soon as possible. Some have been returned due to it not being complete.  It is imperative that we have these on file as soon as possible.
PSA Corner

Welcome Back OLPH Students, Teachers, Staff and Parents!  It was great to see everyone at Open House and on the First Day of School for coffee and donuts.  It's a new school year and there is a lot to plan!  Our first PSA Meeting is Tuesday, September 13, 2011 at 7:00 p.m. in Meeting Room #2.  All are welcome to attend!  We are putting together the agenda for the first meeting; if you have a topic of new business you would like to add to the agenda please submit it via email to OLPH_PSA@hotmail.com.   Also, if you'd like to receive an agenda prior to the meeting or be included in our email updates send us your email address!  Remember, each time you attend a PSA Meeting, each one of your children will receive a jeans pass!
Many Thanks…

Thanks to our PSA for the wonderful treat bags for all 

of the Staff to welcome us back to school this year.

Thanks also for providing a treat to all of our students!

If you didn’t pick up your “Welcome Packet” at Open

House or on the first day of school, it is inside of your communication envelope today.

MAINTENANCE STAFF
Thanks to the maintenance staff for helping to get our school in fabulous shape for the beginning of the school year!  Much time and effort was put into cleaning and repairs and renovations.  The building and classrooms look great! (
Some new faces! (
We would like to welcome to our staff, Mrs. Cheryl Waugh, who will be assisting in the School Office this year.  Mrs. Geddes and Mrs. Bruss will both be retiring after this school year, and Mrs. Waugh is going to be assisting them and learning from them.

Miss Allison Geddes will be working in our School Clinic daily this year through both lunch periods.  She will be taking care of attendance as well.  If your student goes home ill or needs to be picked up for an appointment, please go to the Clinic.  If it’s after 1:15, please go to the School Office.

Donations for the School Clinic needed

We are in need of some items for the Clinic:

· Stretchy bandages
· Alcohol wipes

· Triple antibiotic ointment (& single use)

· Paper tape

· Bandaids

· Mints

If you are able to donate to our Clinic, please feel free to drop it off there or bring it to the school office.  Thanks very much for your help!
BUS SERVICE and TOKEN INFORMATION

If you live two miles away from school you may qualify for a bus pass. You will need to call or come into the school office for a Request for Transportation Form that you will fill out and send to the transportation dept. As soon as we are notified that you qualify we will issue your child a bus pass. All students riding a TARTA bus without the pass will need to pay $1 per ride until a bus pass is issued or you have purchased tokens through TARTA.  Token information is available in the school office. If  you have questions regarding bus service, please contact Mrs. Bruss in the school office 
HOT LUNCH

Students may purchase one meal at a time, or you may purchase lunch tickets that are good for five 

lunches.  Tickets are available for purchase each Monday. You may purchase as many tickets as you wish. Simply send a check or money in an envelope marked with your child’s name and grade, and the lunch ladies will take care of the rest.  

Please note the cost for lunch (which includes milk) is $3.00 for students in grades K-4 and $3.25 for students in grades 5-8.  The price for milk only is 50 cents.
SCHOOL MASSES

We have our opening all-school Mass on Thursday, September 8th, at 8:45 a.m.  All are welcome to join us for this liturgical celebration of the beginning of our year.  Beginning September 15th, the students will attend Mass with their class each week. Students in grades 1- 8 will all be attending Mass together on Thursdays at 8:45 a.m.  Kindergarten classes will join them at special all-school Mass days.  Parents and other family members are always welcome to attend Mass with us.
Student Birthdays
As noted in the Handbook on p. 18, students are encouraged to celebrate their birthdays by dressing up for school.  It is optional for a student to bring in a birthday treat for his/her class.  Since many children have allergies to certain things, please refer to information that the classroom teacher may be sending home concerning this.
MOODLE

Each teacher has a Moodle page that they’ll be updating throughout the year.  You can access this by logging on to our school website:  www.olphschooltoledo.org and clicking on “Faculty Directory” then clicking on the teacher’s name.  Homework and other important information will be posted on the Moodle pages.
TRIP UPDATE

Did you stop at Open House to learn how to get FREE MONEY for your tuition?  If so, please note that we inadvertently left off the line for your name and the total enclosed on the order forms that were given out.  If you did not stop, we will include information in the next communication envelope.  Ordering is every Tuesday and orders can be sent in with your student.  Orders are ready to be picked up or sent home with your student on Friday.  If you have any questions, please call Colette Leyland in the Parish Office at (419)382-5511.

ATTENTION NEW STUDENTS:  SPORTS

If you are a new student at OLPH and would like to participate in a fall sport, please ask in the school office for the paperwork or call Jim Thomas, Athletic Director at (419) 382-8743.

CYO Fall Sports Mass

On Wednesday, September 7th, there will be a Fall Sports Mass at Rosary Cathedral at 6:30 p.m.  Wearing your jersey/uniform top is encouraged.
MAGAZINE & COOKIE DOUGH DRIVE

Our biggest school fundraiser kicks off on Tuesday, August 30.  Please read the prize program included in the packet that the students will receive on that day.  We have only two turn-in days this year, September 8 (MAGAZINE ORDERS ONLY) and 15 (MAGAZINES & COOKIE DOUGH).  Don’t miss out on the prizes your students will want by missing the right turn-in day!  If you have any questions or comments, please contact Colette Leyland in the Parish Office, 382-5511.
CALENDAR

August
29-31
Preschool conferences

30
Magazine drive kick off in the gym;  9:00 a.m.
September
1
Family Newsletter goes home again
5
Labor Day:  NO SCHOOL 
6-7
First day for Preschool classes
7
CYO Fall Sports Mass ;6:30 p.m., Cathedral

8
8:45 a.m. Opening all-school Mass

First turn-in day; magazine drive
11
Fr. Jim’s installation 11:00 a.m. Mass

13
7:00 p.m. PSA meeting; Meeting room #2
15
Last turn-in day; Magazine drive

19
PSR classes begin

28
School Pictures (
Next Newsletter: Sept. 1, 2011
Items to be published in the newsletter must be given to the school office the Monday before the newsletter is sent home.  Thank you!

Our Lady of Perpetual Help School, a Roman Catholic elementary school, is part of the educational ministry of Our Lady of Perpetual Help Parish.  We are committed to the development of the whole child, through faith formation, academic excellence, and Christian values, in order to help our children live out the Gospel message.
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